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TAGS: EAGR, EEC, ETRD 

SUBJECT: EC PROBLEMS WITH PROPOSED US CERTIFICATION OF 
IMPORTED WINES 

REF: (A) BRUSSELS 11220, (B) STATE 288926 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES MISSION’S INFORMATION 
CONCERNING POTENTIAL PROBLEMS OF EC WINE EXPORTERS 
REGARDING U.S. WINE REGULATIONS REPORTED REFTEL A. YOU 
MIGHT CALL COMMISSION'S ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THE 
ISSUES THEY RAISE DO NOT STEM FROM THE PROPOSED REGULA- 
TIONS, BUT WOULD ARISE IN LIGHT OF CURRENT U.S. REGULATIONS 
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WHICH HAVE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS REGARDING VINTAGE WINES 
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AND AROMATIC WINES. THE PROPOSED REGULATIONS MIGHT REQUIRE 
THAT FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS CERTIFY THAT IMPORTED WINE MEETS 
U.S. REGULATIONS. AND THE CERTIFICATE WOULD HIGHLIGHT ANY 
FOREIGN PRACTICES INCONSISTENT WITH THE U.S. REGULATIONS. 

2. WE HAVE NOT MET OUR ORIGINAL TIMETABLE TO HOLD 

FURTHER US-EC WINE CONSULTATIONS IN NOVEMBER BECAUSE THE 
NEW PROPOSED REGULATIONS ON U.S. DOMESTIC WINE CATEGORIES. 
SEE REFTEL B, HAS OPENED UP POSSIBILITIES REGARDING 
THE U.S. NEGOTIATING STANCE WHICH WE HAVE NOT YET FOLDED 
INTO OUR ANALYSIS. TREASURY TOLD THE EC COMMISSION 
DURING US-EC BILATERALS THAT A DECISION ON THE PROPOSED 
U.S. CERTIFICATION FOR IMPORTED WINES WOULD NOT BE MADE 
BEFORE THE US-EC WINE CONSULATIONS. ROBINSON 
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